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FOOD INSECURITY & THE GLOBAL PANDEMIC
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a public health and economic crisis, the effects of
which -- mass unemployment, food insecurity, social isolation, and illness -- are evidenced
throughout our community
The consequences of this crisis have created an added hardship for those already facing
challenges making ends meet, as well as created a significant increase in the number of
people who find themselves out of work and food insecure possibly for the very first time
While federal nutrition programs provide some food assistance, the first line of defense
here in the Town of East Hampton is our local food pantry
As it is our local food pantries that are providing substantive, nutritious meals to our
Seniors, our children and hardworking folks who might otherwise go hungry

FOOD INSECURITY & THE GLOBAL PANDEMIC
When the economy shut down in March, our local food pantries and food banks were
facing a “perfect storm”
Demand was rising at an extraordinary rate as folks flooded a charitable system that was
never intended to handle a nationwide crisis
On top of that our local food pantries faced massive supply chain challenges, food
shortages and escalating food costs
Volunteers opined that they had never before witnessed such a combination of need,
scarcity and anxiety

FOOD INSECURITY & THE GLOBAL PANDEMIC
In early May 2020, the JBJ Soul Kitchen, the non-profit organization run by the Jon Bon Jovi
Soul Foundation, offered to establish a temporary food bank at The Clubhouse on
Daniel’s Hole Road in East Hampton
Locating a food bank here in our community would allow our local food pantries to focus
solely on serving the needs of their food-insecure clients
On May 12, 2020, the Town Board unanimously passed a resolution supporting the
temporary food bank

JBJ SOUL FOUNDATION FILLS A CRITICAL NEED
In May 2020, the Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation pledged to purchase $100,000 of food
products a month in an effort to supply healthy food to 5,000 individuals each month for
four months
The food products would be distributed to eight local food pantries here on the South Fork
Four of those food pantries are located here in our town -- the East Hampton Food Pantry,
Montauk Food Pantry, Springs Food Pantry, and Hamptons Church Food Pantry in
Wainscott

JBJ SOUL FOUNDATION FILLS A CRITICAL NEED
On September 15, 2020, the Foundation ended its successful distribution fulfilling their
pledge to support families in need during the summer months
Over the 18 week period, the JBJ Food Bank distributed 447,225 pounds (238 tons) of food,
averaging 25,000 pounds a week of healthy, shelf-stable foods, fruit, vegetables, and premade frozen meals

Many thanks to the Rubenstein Family for providing the camp building @ EHIT
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Dozens of volunteers supported the effort
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JBJ SOUL FOUNDATION FOOD BANK
“We’re grateful for the opportunity to meet and work with the pantries we were able to
serve. Their commitment to their communities is inspiring and humbling. On our visits to
these organizations, we saw volunteers packing bags during a power outage, volunteers
distributing food from a tent in temperatures over 90 degrees, and churches, classrooms,
and any extra space turned into food storage and distribution centers. We saw what is
possible when we care for each other and are proud to be a small part of that.”
-- Dorothea Bongiovi, Founder / Program Director, JBJ Soul Kitchen

Let’s hear from our local food pantries

EAST HAMPTON
FOOD PANTRY
“JBJ Soul Foundation helped the East Hampton
Food Pantry at a time when we were in
desperate need of food. With their support we
have been able to feed over 22,000 individuals to
date. We will be forever grateful to JBJ Soul
Foundation for the generosity and compassion
they showed our community during a very
difficult time.”
--Russ Calemmo, Vice Chairperson
Pictured Right: Jon Bon Jovi and EHFP Operations
Manager Mona Forbell

THOSE SERVED BY EAST HAMPTON FOOD PANTRY 2019-2020
Month

Total # Served
2019

Total # Served
2020

Increase in
# Served

January

1310

1370

60

February

1105

1263

158

March

1208

1761

553

April

1535

2570

1035

May

1265

3369

2104

June

1267

2818

1551

July

1395

2925

1530

August

1042

2171

1129

September

976

2709

1733

October

1582

1712

130

November

1379

NA

NA

December

1569

NA

NA

Total

15,633

22,668 YTD

MONTAUK FOOD PANTRY
“The Montauk Food Pantry benefitted tremendously from the weekly allotment of food provided by
the Jon Bon Jovi Food Bank.
COVID presented challenges for us (and all pantries) with regard to obtaining enough food to
distribute to our growing number of recipients. The Long Island food bank and grocery stores that we
previously relied upon were unable to fulfill our orders due to high demand.
JBJ arrived just in time! When their representative first visited our site I was asked to supply a list of
items that were needed most. At that time we could not obtain enough rice, milk, oatmeal, canned
goods, fruit or bread.
From that point on we were issued weekly pallets of these nourishing staples free of charge.
One of our volunteers who cared for children of service workers this summer reported that these
youngsters only had chips for lunch until our pantry supplied the fresh bread, butter and fruit that was
granted by JBJ. She spoke of the sheer delight the children expressed as they enjoyed the new
nutritious menu compared to what their parents had been able to offer before.”
-- Alice Houseknecht, Director

MONTAUK
FOOD PANTRY
“The Montauk Food Pantry is ever grateful
for the generosity and compassion
offered by the Bon Jovi’s during this
critical healthcare crisis.”
-- A.H.

SPRINGS FOOD PANTRY
“By late March, even though we were receiving monetary donations to help with the increasing demand in the
number of recipients needing our assistance, we found our local purveyors were unable to provide us with the nonperishable staples that we routinely purchased. Cereal, rice, beans, tuna, pasta and even soups were unavailable.
We checked with other purveyors but ran into the same brick wall. The system for delivering state and federally
funded foods to our local food bank had also been disrupted, with almost nothing available.
We looked at our emptying shelves with real fear. We even went as far as Hampton Bays to buy products at
supermarkets, paying full retail cost. We began ordering fifty pound bags of rice that we could break down into one
pound units.
Then we were contacted by the JBJ Soul Kitchen Foundation. The operations manager, Alvin, listened to our needs.
John and Dorothea visited our Pantry. Within two weeks they had set up the JBJ Soul Kitchen Food Bank at The
Clubhouse, providing even more than we asked for.
They literally saved us, and saved our recipients from hunger. Because of them we were able to provide 3 meals a
day for 5 days (15 meals) to every family member. It was a miracle.”
--Holly Wheaton, Chairperson
--Pamela Bicket, Moderator
--Anne McCann, Vice Moderator

SPRINGS
FOOD PANTRY
“Our weekly pickup from the Jon Bon Jovi
Food Bank.
By the way, Jon and Dorothea gave
Springs Food Pantry the refrigeratorcombo-freezer shown in the photo on
their last day at The Clubhouse.”
--H.W.

HAMPTONS CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
“From the moment we got the notice about the shutdown, our first question was
“How will we keep our food pantry up and running, with limited funds and
volunteers?” We already had a vision for expanding the pantry but wondered if
now should be the time. So we prayed.
Enter...JBJ Food Bank! (Which was right around the corner from our church.)
When our men came back with the very first delivery we were so blessed and
grateful! Upon hearing that we could pick food up each week we immediately
notified our clients that they could come more often.”
-- Dorothy Cronley and Margaret Kelley

HAMPTONS CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY
“Volunteers began building shelves in an
office that was no longer in use. The
pantry grew to more than twice the size.
We now had the space and the food to
fill it. Such a big “THANK YOU” to JBJ Food
Bank! We never would have been able to
fill all our shelves without you. The Lord
answered our prayers exceedingly and
abundantly.”
– D.C. & M.K.
Pictured right: Wes Dempsey, Jon Bon
Jovi, Gerard Picco and Beau Kelley

OUR FOOD PANTRIES STILL NEED OUR SUPPORT
The COVID-19 crisis has dealt a damaging blow to the economic health for many
members of our community
With no immediate end to this crisis in sight, the demand at our local food pantries is
expected to remain at elevated levels for the foreseeable future
As the holidays approach, please consider making a charitable donation to support those
in our community who might otherwise go hungry

OUR FOOD PANTRIES STILL NEED OUR SUPPORT
East Hampton Food Pantry https://easthamptonfoodpantry.org/
Montauk Food Pantry http://www.montaukfoodpantry.org/
Springs Food Pantry https://www.springsfoodpantry.com/
Hamptons Church Food Pantry, Wainscott https://hamptonschurch.org/

